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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to December 1\t4 Sr ai, racemes a record-high 
proportion of cotton stapling 34 and longer, according to- cet cprener hoe HS Agriculture, Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service. These medium and longer staples accounted for nine-tenths of total gin- 
nings. The White grades 31 and above comprised 15 percent of ginnings through November 30 against 
19 percent last season. Fiber strength of cotton in this seasonts ginnings was stronger than a 
year ago. The average was 87,000 pounds per square inch against last year's average of 86,000 
pounds. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range represented 84 percent of total ginnings compared with 
85 percent a year earlier. 





The average staple of upland cotton ginned through November 30 this season was 34.6 thirty-seconds 
inches, the longest average staple for any like period on record. Cotton stapling 34 and longer 
comprised a record-high percentage - 90 percent - of ginnings prior to December 1. Staple 35 was 
the predominant staple and made up 52 percent of ginnings through November 30 compared with 31 
percent last season. Six percent of ginnings prior to December 1 was in the two lengths 32 and 
33, down from 12 percent a year ago. Cotton stapling 31 and shorter accounted for only four per- 
cent of this season's ginnings, the smallest percentage on record. 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season was 91.8 (grade 31=100 ) 
compared with 92.4 a year earlier. The White grades 31 and above accounted for 15 percent of gin- 
nings prior to December 1 this season, down from the 19 percent in last season's ginnings. Grade 
41 was the most prevalent grade and comprised 42 percent of ginnings against 41 percent last year. 
The percentage of ginnings in all White grades - 83 percent - was the highest since the 1958-59 
season. The Light Spotted grades made up 15 percent of ginnings, the lowest percentage since 1958. 
The Spotted and other Colored grades represented only two percent of ginnings, the same as a year 
ago. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season averaged 87,000 pounds per square 
inch. This compares with the average of 86,000 pounds in each of the two preceding seasons. Cot- 
ton testing less than 80,000 pounds per square inch comprised 14 percent of ginnings compared with 
16 percent last season. Cotton breaking 90,000 pounds and stronger accounted for 32 percent of 
ginnings prior to December 1, the largest proportion on record. 


The average micronaire of upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 was 4.3 compared with 4.4 last 
season. Cotton miking 3.4 and below was equivalent to about six percent of this season's ginnings, 
up from three percent last year. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 84 percent of to- 
tal ginnings against 85 percent a year earlier. Nine percent of ginnings through November 30 miked 
5.0 and above compared with 12 percent a year ago. 


The supply of upland cotton to December 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 11.9 mil- 
lion running bales. This is 1.1 million bales smaller than last season's supply to the same date. 
This season's supply of cotton stapling 34 and longer totaled 9.3 million bales compared with last 
year's supply of 8.9 million bales. Supplies in the lengths 33 and shorter were 2.6 million bales, 
down from the 4.1 million bales a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates that this year's 
supply of cotton in the White grades 41 and above totaled 6.9 million bales compared with 7.2 mil- 
lion a year ago. This season's supply of Light Spotted cotton was 2.2 million bales against 2.4 
million last season. Spotted and other Colored grades totaled 0.3 million bales, down from last 
year's supply of 0.9 million. 


Cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season totaled 8,295,000 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This. compares with ginnings of 9,197,000 bales to the same date a year ear- 
lier and 9,308,000 bales two years ago. This season's ginnings through November 30 were equivalent 
to about 72 percent of the indicated 1974 crop against 73 percent a year earlier. Cotton ginned in 
the November 15-30 period this season totaled 1,784,000 bales compared with 2,127,000 bales ginned 


in the same period last season. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to December 1, 1974 with 1973 comparisons, by states aus 


Grade reductions 


State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 
Pet’. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pot, Pou. 
North Carolina 10.2 10.9 ve * Del Ost le eaO 
South Carolina LI 7 6.5 Ox Ose * * Lo Cod 
Georgia So Shi0) ese, Zee . * oro ine 
Florida a3 6.4 1.0 0.5 Of = 3.4 6.9 
Alabama 6.6 Onc Ors Ces OAL 7 lO) 6.6 
Mississippi 6.0 oes O75 One OK ak * 6.6 BaD 
Tennessee 7.8 13% 0.2 Cal * * 8.0 13.2 
Missouri 0 ono 0.2 * * * ee 2.9 
Arkansas Sal 4.6 0.1 One * Own 3e2 4.8 
Louisiana 3.9 Gas Os: Oo, © * 4.4 TO 
Oklahoma Ot 0.2 LOO 19,3 = LOS 19.5 
Texas 0.8 1.4 a1 .O LL Oea7, * T1s8 reel 
New Mexico eD OFS eee SiO) Orel! (@)x ak Geil, 3.4 
Arizona ee Sep OTS 0.7 O.1 = ey, Sei3 
California Sao ono sal * * 3.4 SIAts! 
Other 3.9 5.9 0.4 - - - 4.3 5.9 
United States 3.8 4.8 3. ll 1.9 * . 6.9 On, 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
te Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 1/ 









November 1-30 Season through November 30 


Grade Bales Bales Pct. Pot. Bales Bales Rev. Pct. 
1 (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 28 1,675 - wae - 1,789 - 7.2 ~ 
3 (30 13,608 2,942 59.8 8.4 15,136 3,380 60.7 8.7 
4 (40) 6,696 20,571 29.52 158.6 7, l24 22,3641 2b10 8 57.8 
5 (50) 727 9,328 3 2aeEeo. 6 811 10,374 3.3 26.8 
6 ee 25 2,063 0.1 5.9 60 2,307 0.2 6.0 
Zz (70 - 152 - 0.4 - 222 - 0.6 
8 (80) - 14 ~ * - 14 . * 
9 (90) - 48 - 0.1 - 48 - 0.1 

10 (00) - - - - - - - - 

Total 225731 35,1182 =100,0/ 9100.0 24,920 38,706 100.0 100.0 





Staple Code 


40 and shorter - - - = = = e Ss 


42 ~ 55 - 0.2 Zo a2 Oo Ore 
44 20,097) 29,056 90.6 82.7 22,626 ST, fen: 90.8 81.9 
46 2,134 6,007 9.4 DW)! 2,269 6,913 9.1 w.9 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 

Total Zoey ol Sale 100.0 100.0 24,920 38, 706 100.0 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
Less than 0.05 percent 


a) 
> 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to December 1, 1974 with 1973 comparisons, by states a7, 









United States 





Readings New Mexico 


1973 1974 





Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - - = = = = = a 

ie = = = = és S 2 Z 

Zao = es = = = 2 a 

al - Onze - - - = ~ orl 
ane - OZ - 0.4 - - - Oral: 
2.9 Orel Oss - eet - - 0.2 
Sih @ Or 0 0.8 0.4 - 0.2 Oy al O57 
Sel 0.4 Ziel - 2.6 Ons OLZ 0.4 2 
Sz sO) EO 2.4 7.9 Ved: OS} Fe 3.9 
Bas SS 9.1 ona eee aa® Ons ac 4.8 
3.4 4.8 LS 7, 52.6 8.8 Sao 0.8 4.3 Ou6 
365 Wars 320 8.8 re Yo® 1.9 7.6.0) 7.4 
S30 10.8 14.9 10.4 ol Ging. Bie 4.8 9.9 9.9 
Seu eS 6 UZ ak 17.4 12.4 M2) 6.4 leer! 9.2 
3.8 17.4 9.3 rls Teo) sey ren?, ale), 7/ Mo 9.9 
3.9 11.8 iO 8.0 6.9 Sep 136 ne 10.4 
4.0 Si, 4.1 2 Dae Ore, 1G i {3} ae Nee: 
4.1 Bec ens Oar 2a Hea LO 9.4 ORO 
4.2 6.4 ee 6.4 2.6 Dae iksy al 6.0 Glia a: 
4.3 eel: 0.8 16 leo Sion, Yo8 26 4.0 
4.4 es, 0.4 Sinz - 0.6 3.6 1.4 ZeO 
4.5 0.6 oa at 0.8 - 0.4 1.4 0.6 05 7/ 
4.6 - - - - - Ox5 - 0.3 
ae 7, oF - - = - Q.2 * * 

4.8 - Onn - - - - ~ 4 

4.9 - - - - - - - - 

5.0 and above = - a ms - 7 = S 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Average mike SING: SO Bac 3.6 350 4.0 Bac oa 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
- Less than 0.05 percent. 
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